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I.  Overview – The purpose of AVID is to increase your student’s awareness about college and career choices they will soon face.  AVID stands for Advancement Via Individual Determination.  As students increase their awareness, they will be learning and practicing the higher level thinking skills they will be asked to do as they grow in life.  The course explores several concepts and skills highly relevant to being successful in college and careers.  Some of these concepts and skills are:  setting goals, staying organized, time management, developing learning skills, and college and career research.   

Students will be asked to think, write, read, and participate. I would like your child to become thinkers who ask questions about their world, and learn ways to go about finding answers, both individually and by working with others.  Our goal is to prepare students for high school and beyond, to help them develop into productive citizens.

II.  Expectations – I expect the students and myself to follow one simple concept:

“Encourage the teacher to teach and the students to learn in a safe, enjoyable, and respectful way.”  To help us meet this goals, we will be expected to:

· Come prepared and ready to learn every day

· Be attentive and respectful in class

· Complete all work, even when absent (call a friend, ask the teacher, call school)
III.  Grading – Grades will be calculated using a combination of assessments (projects, and observations), and class work, participation, and homework.

IV. Homework – Students will have some homework every day. It should take students 5-20 minutes to complete the assignments whether it is preparing good questions for tutorials, or writing Cornell Notes. Diligent students will take a few moments each day to organize their papers and notebooks, and prepare themselves for their tomorrows.  Students will be required to write the Homework in their Google Calendar Daily.
V.  What Parents Can Do – Parents can provide students with a quiet time and place to do their homework every day. Parents can ask their students: “What did you learn today?”. Parents can ask students: “Show me what you learned today.” Parents, please ask to see your student’s Google Calendar every day. Parents that take the time to care, cause their students to take the time to care. Parents can help their student stay organized.
I understand the information in this syllabus, and I agree to do everything I can to help make this a successful year at school.

_______________________________                          __________________________

Parent                                                                                 Student
